


My brother Jim has been compiling 
a family tree of the Graff clan in America. He reminded 
me recently of the family folklore about how the Graff and 
Pinkert tribes hooked up in Chicago back in the early part of 
the 20th century.

The Graffs and the Pinkerts both came from the town of 
Brinsk in Russia. The Jews were pouring out of the anti-Se-
mitic, czarist, pogrom plagued land. Most of the Graffs went 
to Palestine, but one man, Morris Graff, found his way to the 
south side of Chicago at the time of the 1893 World’s Fair. 
He made some money, bought a big house and had a lot of 
children. When fresh immigrants from the old neighborhood 
of Brinsk came to Chicago they gravitated to Morris Graff’s 
house and rented a bed.

One of those young guys was Simon Pinkert (formerly  

Pincovich). He was a baker by trade who worked the night 
shift. When he came home after a long night of making 
bread he wreaked of yeast. He took the bed of Morris Graff’s 
daughter, Ida, who slept during the evening. According to the  
lore, Ida was attracted to the scent left by the yeasty Simon. 
They met on the Sabbath, confirmed the aromatic attraction 
and soon united the Graff and Pinkert tribes in marriage.

Simon and Ida had 12 children. Louis Graff, Ida’s brother, 
married Ethel Levinson (another, sadder story) and had five 
kids including my father, Leonard. Aaron Pinkert was one 
of 12 Pinkerts and ultimately teamed up with my Dad in the 
machinery and screw machine business. 

Never underestimate the attraction of warm bread.
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Today’s Machining World

product focusThe following companies have provided 
information on multi-spindle machines.

    Davenport Machine
Davenport Machine, the manufacturer of the precision oriented Davenport HP machine, is the only American 
owned and operated multi-spindle screw machine builder in the United States. The Davenport HP machine is ideal 
for long or short runs of small parts and boasts a powerful PLC controller allowing for reduced set-up times and 
quicker adjustments.  The Davenport HP allows operators to concentrate producing more complete parts rather 
than spending time fine-tuning.  Davenport Machine manufactures Davenport Screw machines, tooling and genuine 
Davenport replacement parts. With our legendary Davenport Model B and the precision oriented Davenport HP. 

For more information, please visit Davenport Machine at www.davenportmachine.com. 

t

The CNC multi-spindle builders have found a market for the manufacturers of high-value, 

sophisticated, turned parts, but the downturn in the automotive and hydraulics industries 

have hampered the demand. The new builders are struggling with overcapacity at their European 

plants because automotive suppliers have virtually stopped buying. They are looking to high 

volume medical and military buyers to step into the depressed market.
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    INDEX
The new INDEX MS40C is an affordable, fully CNC multispindle for nearly unlimited operations on small 
workpieces from bar up to 40 mm diameter or for chucking up to 120mm. With six fully independent 
liquid-cooled, hollow-shaft CNC spindle drives each capable of up to 7000 rpm, the MS40C includes a 
main spindle drive with increased stiffness, and  hydrostatic guide bushings on each carrier slide which 
eliminate wear and the transmission of vibration to the tool. The main spindle provides quick acceleration 
and high torque, helping to reduce cycle times. With liquid cooling, spindle and drum cooling is 
accomplished away from the work area through a local or central cooling system; heat can be released 
into the plant to utilize heat energy or outdoors to lessen the summer cooling burden.

For more information, please visit INDEX at www.index-usa.com.

t

    Champion Screw Machine Engineering, Inc.
The New-Matic was developed to be a direct replacement for the old 
Acme pneumatic stock stop. Where the old stop is difficult to set, prone 
to malfunction and impossible to keep operational, the New-Matic is 
easy to set, has a robust simple design and provides continuous hours 
of carefree operation. The New-Matic offers all the advantages of short 
part detection without the hassles.The strong, patented hinge design has 
a long service life. Internal components are easily replaced and low in 
cost. The unit works with your existing air control package. 

For more information, please visit Champion Screw at HYPERLINK 
“http://www.championscrew.com” www.championscrew.com.

t
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    ZPS
The only 8-spindle machine in the industry, 
the new ZPS TMZ 867 can accommodate bar 
stock up to 72 mm diameter and can operate 
as an open-front chucker. Provided with a 
double Siemens 840 D CNC, the European-
built machine offers up to 72 CNC axes and 
can perform nearly any metal cutting operation 
on precision parts from drilling and tapping to 
milling and hobbing. TheTMZ 867’s standard 
features include eight independent AC-driven 
CNC horizontal spindles, 8+1 independent 
compound slides (X and Z), eight independent 
tool carriers with 8 12000-rpm driven tools, five 
backworking tools (three driven), and a wide 
range of standard presettable VDI tooling.

For more information, please visit www.zpsamerica.com.

t

    Tornos
The new MultiSigma 8x24 offers a complete and unique solution to produce complex parts in 
one setup. Eight powerful and independent spindles allow flexibility while an integrated robot 
allows for the automatic unloading of parts into a pallet. The new MultiSigma 8x24 is supplied 
with the latest generation of motorspindles and a very powerful, well proven motorspindle 
technology found previously in the MultiAlpha line. The new MultiSigma machines are equipped 
with latest generation spindles which feature synchronous motors. Each spindle functions 
independently of the others for cutting rpm, spindle stops and indexing. The spindles with 
independent speed settings enable the full range of cutting tools to be employed.

For more information, please visit Tornos at www.tornos.us

t
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Noteable and newsworthy 
information and events for  
upcoming months.
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 Wisconsin  
Machine Tool Show

Aerospace 
Measurement, 
Inspection & 

Analysis 
Conference

ICALEO 
Int’ l  Congress 

on 
Appl ications 
of Lasers & 

Electro-Optics 
Orlando, FL
November 

2nd to 5th

MicrosoftWindows

www.sme.org

www.sme.org

www.expoproductionsinc.com

www. laserinstitute.org
/conferences/icaleo/conference
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November 20, 1985

MLB 
World Series

Oct. 28th

Charlotte, NC

West Al l is ,  W isconsin

Baltimore MD

  Oct. 
19th to the 22nd 

Toronto,
ON, CANANDA

version 1 .0,  released 

Sept. 29th 

to Oct. 1st

Exposition & 
Conference 

Oct. 15-16

Oct 5th

  to the 10th

Nov. 27, 1942

Black Tuesday
Stock market crash 

of 1929 begins. 
12 .9 mi l l i on 

shares traded.
Oct. 24, 1929

Birthday 
J imi

Hendrix

Canadian  
Manufacturing 

Technology 
Show

www.sme.org

EMO
Milano Oct. 6th 

thru 8th

Mi lan, Ita ly

SOUTH-TEC




